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ACEQUIA DE SANTA CRUZ BYLAWS

p36:m1rfs: water is the lif ebrood of our communi-ties. Theparciantes of Acequia de Santa cruz believe that water should beprotected as a community resource so that future generations cangrow food and can have a healthy and secure source of water forneeds within the community. we seek to promote agriculture bypreventing the severance of water rights from irriglteo ]and.. rfchanges in historic uses of water become necessary, thosedecisions should be made through a cur_turar and spiritualconnection to our community and through our own process of self_governance so that those decisions can be made for the commongood' we honor the ancient customs and traditions embodied inour acequia and seek to govern our acequia to continue theconnection between our land, water and cul-ture in perpetuity.
Article 1. purpose and tierobership

Section 1: pur se Statement
The purpose of Acequia de Santa Cruz is to 1 ) promote theagricultural uses of water on the lands served by the acequia,2) promote the eff icient and beneficial use of wa ter, 3) sustaincustoms and tradi tions of providing water to parc j-antes in amanner that is f air and equitable, 4) protect and defend therights and lnter ests of the Acequia de Santa Cruz and theparciantes, and 5 ) maintai_n the i.nfrastructure and easements ofthe acequia.

Section 2z 11ance with New Mexico LawThe .management and operation of Acequia de Santa Cruz r d
Mexico, sha1l be in
New Mexico and the

political subdiv ision of the State of Newcompliance with the l-aws of the State ofcustoms of the Acequia de Santa Cruz.

Acequias are
subdivisions,,,

TocaJ governmentaJ
under New Mexico law.

entrtres r or
(Section 73-2-29)

"political

Section 3 Description

This ditch, in conjunction withwater from the Santa Cruz River.from State Road 291 to Ranchitos.

the EI Llano
It continues as

Ditch, diverts
a single ditch
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Point of Diversion: Through and by means of the Acequia deSanta Cruz which diverts out of the North bank of the Santa Cruz
R.:-ver within the Santa cruz Grant, New Mexico coordinate system, *
central Zone: x:570, 585 and y:1,8 14,340, santa Fe county, - NewMexico.

Dr.:cy of Water:
A-rpq i rri n:raAvu L!u r

Not to exceed 2.8 acre-feet on a total of 531.41

Amount of i{ater: Not to exceed a total of 1,50 4,i5 acre_feet inany one yearr prus such reasonabre conveyance loss from the
nni-; n€ ;1..^;Jr-iiL ul orversion from the R.io de Santa Cruz to the individualfarni headgates as may be determined hereafter by the court.
Seciicn 1 Membership Parciantes

The members or parciantes of Acequia de Santa cruz are thosepersons who own irrigated land with adjudicated water rights fromthe acequia. Their rights, privireges, and obllgations shall bein proportion to their number of acres with water rights.
Sta te sia tutes do not de-f:ne ,,member,, or ,,parciante,, but thisi-anguaqe is consisten t with state Law (sections 73-2-J4 and 73_-1-3) which provrdes that only those who own water rights and--arencf deirnguent in payments are eligible to vote.
ArticLe 2. Officers

Sect i on 1: Types of Offi CCTS
The cfficers of
Comlnrissioners and

Acequia de Santa Cruz shaIl
one Mayordomo, each of whomof the Acequia de Santa Cruz, as defined in Article

a Chairman, Secretary,Commi s s ioners
Treasurer.

shall consist of

consist of
shaII be a

three
member
1. The
and a

Even
each

?he of f icer t-r.tLes appear in sectrons 73-2-12 and z3-3-1.for acegur.as with few members , it js recommended thatposr.troa be tiJJed by a different individual, if possible.
Section 2 Duties of Officers
a . Cbai:oan: Responsibilities of the Chairman w i1l- be to directthe activitle s of the Acequia de Santa Cruz jointly with theother commiss ioners and call and preside a t all Acequia de SantaIn the event the Chairman iCruz meetings
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a meeting' he wilr appoint one of the other commi-ssi-oners topreside orrer the meeting.b' secreta'ry: The secretary is responsible for keeping complete.and accurat.e records, minutes of meetings, reading the minutesof the previous meeting and assisting the other commlssioners inrunning the business affairs of the Acequia de santa cruz.c' Treasurer: The Treasurer shall be rlsponsible for managementof che finances of the Acequia de santa cruz includlng . the€at 1^,.::u.l-rowl_nq:
i ' Send notrces to parciantes for billing of and colrection ofassessments and fines.
2 ' Ha-tnrain accurate records f ?I each parci_ante incruding
:;:.;il::::-.::"' 

hours worked and rines due in coordination wirh
3 ' Make payarents for rabor and materiars as necessary.4. in coo-rdination with the Mayordomo, prepare an annualfinancial report to be presented to the membership.d ' r'Iayordoao: ?he Mayordomo shar ] work under the directsupervision of the commissioners. His or her responsibiritiessha j- be as f ollows: 

.r+e vr rrEr responsl_btli1
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2 ' Distribute water to parciantes in a manner that is equitableand i-s consistent with the customs of the Acequia de santa cruz.
i;" 

trjjr"r?derlneuencies f rom fur"iuntu" u" =;;ported to him bv
4' supervj-se the Aceguia de santa cruz to ensure that delinqrJent<^rci'antes do not take water ilieqarly. The Mayordomo has full:trl-hn-i -quurl.,!r;y to shut the individuar headgite arong the banks of theAcequia de Santa Cruz of those parciantes who 1." delinquent andio secLrre the headgates by u,.,y _rr"1labIe means.

i::."r"f#"" 73-2-31 and 7s-3-4 for dur:es or orricers under

Section 3: Vacancyof 1'{ayordomoIn the event in the office ofa Mayordomo to hold
Commis s ioners
remainder of
meeting of the

a vacancy
I1 appoint

^t\-,/ l-

sha Mayordomo,
office for

the
thethe term or

membership.
until his successor is elected at a

the
hold

1n the event
r e m a i n i r s . "**i: " 

i.,""1'"" " : il 
" 
# l|; 

" 
;1r 

. 
:" ;:_: :H: ; : :. 1...,
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office for the remainder of the term or until- his successor is
el-ecteci at a meeting of the membership. rf there are two
vacancies for Commissioner, the remaining Commissioner shall
convene a special meeting of the membership to fill thevacancies for the remainder of the term of office.
Sect.ion 5: Meetings of Commissioners
Special meetings of the Commission may be
Chairr;tan. Two Commissioners shalI constitute a
neeti-ngs. Notice shalI be posted in a public
days prior to a meeting.

called by 'the
quorum for such
place three (3)

Fc: most acequias, which d.on, t have regular comnissioner
;rieea-r-nqs, the purpose of a commissr.oner meeting night be toapprove a contract or to respond to a disaster. Because of theneed to respond quickly to these tlpes of setuations, and
beca use cornrnrssroriers acting al-one have Less power than thenembersirip (for example, they can,t amend bylais), the notice
-requi-i-ements for Conmissioner meetings are Less str1ct thanircse for membership meetings. see attached ,,open Meetings ActReso-Lution" for more on meeti ng notice requlrements.

Qoe l- i nn Cvvvulvll v Compensation of Officers
Ccmpensation of
cnL-v at a general

the Mayordomo shal1 be determined or altered
meeting of the Association.

section 73-2-18 and. 7j-3-2 provide that compensation isoeterrnrned by a majority of the membershrp.

Section 1 Inelqibi I it y of Offj_cers

Any member
thru Court
the acequia

or office holder removed from
judgement shalI be ineligible
for a period of three terms.

office for any reason
to hold any office on

4



Article 3. l.leetings of Membership

Section l-: Annual Membership Meeting
The Arrnual- Membershi-p
numbered year on the
Dracticable thereafter.

Meeting shaIl
first Monday

held at least every
December or as soon

be
of

odd
AS

Special general meetings may be cal}ed by the Commissioners oruDon xritten petition to the commission chairman signed bysufficient members to constitute a quorum. Special g.r,"r"rneetings will be governed by the Rules of parliamentary
Procecure to be specified by the commissioners at the opening oithe meeting. Any member sharr be permitted to place an item onthe Agenoa.

Sta te law provrdes for the date of
73-2-72, 73-2-15, and 73-3- l. ) The
neetlnqrs take place on odd numbered
annua i-i-y.

electing officers. (Sectrons
statute provrdes that these

years but many acequias meet

Sect ion 2: Notice of Annual Membershi p Meeti ngsNotice shaLl be
the meeting.

posted in a public place ten days in advance of

Jn aacition to the notice provisr.on in the acequiars byTaws, .the
open l4eetrngrs Act requrres an acequia to determine annuaJly whatccnst:.tutes "reasonabl.e notice" for rts meetings. (section 10_15-1. / see attached "cpen Meetings Act Reso-z ution,, for more onmeetrng r:otice requirements.

Section 3: Pu LP ose of Annual Membership MeetingsAt each Annual Meeting, the Secretary shaII present the minutes
Mayordomo shal1 report on
acequia and the Treasurer

from the previous AnnuaI Meeting. Thethe management and opera tions of the
sha11 prcvide a financial report.

Section 4: Location of Annual Membershi p MeetinqThe annual meeting shall be hol rl =t-
Cruz i

a public place
s l-ocated.

in the countyin which the Acequia de Santa
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Seciion 5 Quorum of Membershi PA quorum for co
representing 15 di
:.rrigable acres, ei
oiherh.ise provided
for that particular
al"1 business set
voluntarily leave
waived if proper Ie
the lcca] newspaper

Sectron 1: El ect ion of Officers
The Commissione rs and Mayordomo shall be nomin ated at thetsiennial Meetrno r,hat shall be held at least one (1) week priorto the eleciion. The Biennial- meeting, nominations , and electionshai] be conducte d by the outgoing Commissioners.

nducting any business shalr be membersfferent water rights or 1Og of the totalther i-n person or by written proxy except asin this section. A guorum, once establishedmeeting, sha1l remain i_n effect to transacton the agenda even though members shallthe meeting. Quorum requirements may begaI notice of the n.eeting has been pJ_aced iriprior to che meeting.

!ecti-ol 6: Special Membershjp_Mgs!rIge
Special m nta Cruz may be cal1ed bythe commissioners or upon written petition to the commj-ssionChairman signed by sufficient members to constitute. Notice forspecial meetings sharl be the same as for annual meetings.
Article 4. Elections and, Voting

SectLons
eiectrons

73-2-12 and.
to be held on

73-3-1 provide the
odd numbered years.

requirements for

9egtior 2: Votinq Rights of parciantes
Only ano nquent in the palment oftheir assessments nor who have deiaulted on their workassignrnents wirl be in good standing ano shal_1 be a1l-owed tovote' voting may be done by..writtei proxy. A member,s voteshall be in proportion to his/her u*ornt of acreage having. waterright' rn the case of joint or 

"o**on ownership, members withan indivisible water right sharl select from among themser_vesone menber who sha1l cast the entire vote due that right

6



Sectjons 73-2-74 and 73-3-3 aJ-l-ow rzotes to be cast by rvrittenoroxy/ although voting in acequia el.ectrons r.s often done by the
mernbers present.
rn 1998, the 

^t.M. 
supreme court heLd in wifson v. Denver thatthe rrarjous met.hocs of acequia voting, such as those describediere in cp[rons 7-4, ere a]r equally vaJid. you shour-d chooseihe opiron that best descr:.bes your customary method of voting,

Section 3: Nornination cf Offi na-o
I'loir.i-naiion cf officer s may be made by any parciante qualified toi^Irite-in candidates are also permi-tted at the time of
e 1 ecc ion but no nominees or wri-te-in candidate s shall beaccept'ed whc is not qualified to vote. The three commissionersand a Mayordomo sharl be erected on the firs t Monday inDecember. Fersons receiving the plurality of the votes cast,wii] be cons idered officers for the coming year. In the event al.layorciomo r s not elected, the Commissioners have t he power toappornt one. At the end of the AnnuaI Meetlng in which theelection is ta king p1ace, the three commissione rs sha11 e1ect,from anong chemselves, a Chairman, Secretary, and Treasurer witheach coru;ri-ssi oner holding one position.

Sectron 1: Terms of Office
Tho ol ont-arl officers shall
the first Monday following
of office fcr the Mayordomo
Treasurer and the Mayordomo
by the CoNrmissioners.

Some acequias e-lect corunissjoners forrataer than one-year or two_year terfis.
ArticJ.e 5. Managa'nant and Operations

assume their office not Iater
the month they are elected. The
and Commlssioners is two years.
shall be bonded in a sum to be

than
term
'The

fixed

threeyear staggered terms

-section 1.: Allocation Between lieighboring AcequiasAs Oru.a u" of emergency and/ordroughc, the commission wilr r"pr".L.,t the Acequia de santa cruzfor the purpose of cooperating with the other acequias in theSanta cruz rrrigation District which draw water from the santa
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Cruz River rn
equitable manner

order to determine
of allocating water in

acequias js
7)_o_. \2 Z,/

effective and
acequias.

the
d].I

most
of the

Sucn customary practice byiav. (See Sections Z3_2_42 aia
ai.so recognized in sta te

vvei:vrr L. A-l- iocat io n of Water Between parciT:e aya:_iabG anteswater in the a cequia shal1 be distrlbuted asnearly as prac ticable in proportion to the lands with waterrJ-ghts owned by each member of the acequia. The Mayordomo shallbe i-n charge of the distribution of the water to the membe rSbased cn the gene ral schedule establis hed' by the commisslonerThe schedule may be adjusted dependin g on the avallabi_l_it yofwater by the mayor domo in consultation with the Commissioner S.
i{ater f rom Acequia depurpcses on j_ y, not f or

be used for irrigationSanta Cruz is to
storaqe or ponds.

-r

Acequi-a de Santa Cruz gives a differenttypes of uses, such as prioritizing nomepasture in tlmes of drought.

The de.fjn: ticn of water rightsirrigation varLes greatly byCifferent terms and different
t-t empo r or derecho .

priority
vegetable

to different
gardens over

r./t terms
acequia.

meanings

of length of trme forMany acegutas have
f or words l_ike peon,

mentsThe commissioners, r*r'"oGGfupon assuming office or as soonas practicable thereafter, sha11 determine in" 
"*Lunt of mdneynecessary for the ensurinq year for the operation, mai_ntenance,repair and improvement of t_he acequia and for payment of theexpenses of the acequia, including 

"o*p.n""tion oi ir.," officers,if any. The Commi"Lion"r" shalI then assess each member, in
:::::;:r"" 

ro rheir acrease, rhe amounr of labor and dues

8
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Article 6. Rights and Obligations of parciantes

Section 2 Assessments
All members sha 11 pay assessments as required by the Commission.The Conrmissione rs, as soon as practical after assuming office,shaL l cietermine the amount necessarv for the operation of theAssociation for the ensuing year and shal I assess each memberaccording tc his/her water rights. The method and amount ofpayment shali be figured on the same basi s for aII members witha minrmum charqe of one (1) acre. fn acc ordance wlth a decisionnade at the genera.l- meeting of the Associ ation if the asses smentis not ri:ade withi n thirty (301 days of the due date a penalty isto be added, also interest is to be added on the firs t of everymonth thereafter until the biII is paid provided the rate aspresented at the t i-me of assessment. Responsibilit y for palrmentof assessments and penalties Iies with the Iandowner or Lesseewhether or not he receives a statement of his account.Assessments must be made whether or not water is used from theAcequia. Members in default of the paynent of ditch assessmen tson October 1 of each year will be subject to a civil acti onbrought by the C ommissioners in Magistrate Court or Distri ctCourt for the collection of the assessment plus collectiocosts. Credit for work performed on the Santa Cruz Ditch must

_Sggtion.l: Mai-ntenance of HsgggelegAl-r *emberffi thei-r individual headgates in goodcondition and keep their ditch sections free of trash and otherobstructions - Repairs and construction of headgates and otherworks should be completed before the start of the irrigationseason. rf after a request by the Mayordomo, a headgate is notbrought into acceptable repair, the Comnissioi^rers maypernianently seai the gate or maint.ain it at the expense of the:nembers who urilize it. Any change in the l0cation tr type of aparticul-ar headgate or any other alteration or ti"-'aia"n rnust beapcroveci by the Commissioners.

n
be authorized, approved and receip ted by the Mayordomo. A11monles assessed by the Aceguia de Santa Cruz are due uponreceipt of the Treasurer's stateme nt. These assessments be comedelinquent thirt y (301 days followibiIling.

9
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Secti ri in Aceguia CIegnrlg
All members sha11 contribute
annual Spring cleaning or for
che Mayordomo

peonesr or pay a fee, for the
emergency repairs as reguired by

Rules
by the

trt a parciante fa:Js to provide Labor or.workers as required bythe neyordomo, the mayordomo, after notifyinq the parciinte, 
""icol,L.ect a cirr:J penalty in abgistrate court, (sections 73-2-2s,7j-2-37, 73-3-5. )

Sect{on 4: Compliance with Bv1aws
A1l mernbers ia de S,tnt Cru* Bytaws,and Regulations and sharr comply with decisions adopted
Corfirdsslon..for the comrnon" good.

Sectlon 5: Publtrc fnspectlon of Acegula Records
All I s by .Conunissi oners and financlal11 always remain public property andshall be subJect to inspectlon by any concerned person,

,State la:,r
irspection.

Conmj.sslon of the Aceguia. the name(s
property, the owner's maj-ling addressand the exact amount of irri gated

defines conmiss:on records as open to public(See Sectjons Z3-2-21 and T3-3-4. )

Secti 6: of laws
Each ante shall be provlded with a copy of the current by-laws of the Acequla and amendments thereafter adopted. Aptional:New members will be briefed on the operation of the Acequia byone of the Conrnlssloners or the Mayordomo.

Sectl 7 and Address in La cordEach' parclante sha11 keep cument . on
) of the
.and the
acreage

records of the
owner(s) of the

telephone number,
or water rightsclaimed by the parclante.

Sectlon 8: Change of Ownershlpft sha11 be the resi>onslbility of a landowner who has purchasedor leased 1and wi-th Acequia water fights to report suchtransaction promptLy to the Secret ary for recordi-ng in . theAceguiars records. Delinquencies, if Eoy, are due from thepast ow,ner or lessee on said land and must be paid before thenew owner or lessor may be entitled to the use of the Acequia.
Sectl'on 9: Qhange in Point_of DiversiOD, Purpose of Use, orPlace of Use
Water transfers,- by changing the polnt of dlverslon, purpose ofuse, or place of use of'water r:.girts *ort comply with Article gof these Byraws.- rf . ,.t"r transfer has been approved by boththe Acegula de ga'r*a'Crut 

"rro the stafe Engineerr it sha11 bethe responsibility of the p"r"iint. to provide updatedinformation about:' the watqr - right- - to the secretary forrecording ln the record.s of the ecequia. 
'.

lo

records of the



book e

responsibility
changed place
fransactions p
reLieve Lh
chang

a)r mof

th the State

Eagaments

tot
ner of responsi_biIit v

any membe

Engineer.

IJ has t rans fe
use of water rights

uia Treasurel.

It is also
rred, sold,
to report
This does

linquencies must be fulIy pai ore the new ownermay be en eci to the use of t the
or

such
not

such

Article 7

Section 1: Def init ion of Easement

I recording

possible to walk
Therefore, if a
there must be a

Each
pos se
nai-na
builci
to rh
fence
-l i mi *

parcrante recogrnizes that the Acequia de santa cruzsses a historicar permanent 
"use*"nt for purposes ofenancer op€rdtions, and improvements. No parciante maywi-thin the easement or otherwise obstruct or limit accessis easement. No person may have or construct any permanents or structures on the Acequi-a, s 30-foot right-of-way thataccess along the ditch for the purpose of maintenance,t with the explicit permission of th; ctmmissioners.

Aceguia easements are descnbed Ln 73_2_5. Sta te law doesdefine a set number of feet but states that the easement iswide as necessary for maintenance, use and improvements.Easement ri ght^s and right of access to the easement are-sectlors 72-g-3 and 73_2_5.

not
as

Section z Use of Easement
Each parci ante aqrees that

at

the ful1
fence or
gate or

Iength of the ditch alongother obstruction 
"ro""u"-crossover.

it must be
its banks.
the ditch,

Acequia de santa -Erui-rri-the right to use the historic andcustomary points of access to the altcn across members, propertyand other such points of access as may be necessary to afford
:ff::;il]r.j."t""" to the ditch ror 

^ai.,t"nance, operarions and
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Section 4: Chan es to Ace ut-a
Any material_ changes to the Acequia de
crossings, shal-l be approved in advance

Section 5: Aceguia Laterals

Santa Cruz, including any
by the Commission.

A--

Each landowner
naintain their
(having water

or water
respective

rights) can

user is responsible to
Iaterals. No Iand owner
deny the use of water br

that is

clean and
or persons

interfere
l-ocated inwith any iateral

their propertlr.
ditch having an easement

Article 8. Eaforca'rent

Section L: Delinquencies
The Mayordomo has the authority to suspend the ri ght to use theacequia and the water therein of a parciante who is delinquentin the payment o f his or her assessment or fail s to performrequired work. Th is sha11 remain in effect until t he assessmentsand fines are Da rd. The Mayordomo has the author ity to collectCelinquent asse ssments through appropriate legal acLion.Officers of the Acequia de Santa Cruz may file a civil actionfor the coll_ecti on of any assessment, fine or penalty, which,after due notice to the member, the member has fa iled to pay.

An acequ:.a maj/ deny water to a derinquent parciante, (sections73-2-25 and 73-3-G) rn addition, th; Mayordomo has authorityunder state faw to bring a civif action in drstrict ornagistraLe court to coilect d.elinquent assessments. (section 73_2-26.) It the acequia prevails l, court, the offending partymust pay the acequia's attorney fees . Anyone who continues totake water without paying assessments and attorney fees r.sregu:.red to pay a civil penal ty of up to $200.
9ection 2: rrregar Use of water 9r Acequia rnterferenceAnY o"t 

"r, takeswater wj':hout permission of the t',tayordomo or commission sharr beguirty oi a misdemeanor and may be'prosecuted in accordance withthe laws of New Mexico. Any member found by the Mayordomo orcommissioners to be wil1fu.Iy wastlng *utu, sha1l be subject to
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warning or loss of delivery of water for the remainder of theyear. Any member who fails to pay his assessments and usedwaEer without permission of the Mayordomo or commissloners w111result in a headgate being locked o, rateral gates being sealed'Lo i-nsure that no water wirr be diverted and a fine beingimposed in accordance with New Mexico state Law 13-2-25.
.4cequias have serzeral. remed:es for these inf ractions, incluorn,crir*ina I nisde.rnea,ror prosecutron , obtaining an injunction, and. acrv-i. 1 penaJty of up to $5000. (Section 73_2_ 64) . The d.istrictattcrney may ass:.st tl:e a cequia

_Section 3: Vicl-ation of Easement Rights
Any person ffiitn the acequia easement or accessthe easement sharr be guilty of a misdemeanor and mayprosecutec in accordance with the laws of New Mexico.?he penalties for vior-ation of easemen t rights are the samechose cescr:bec rn the prevr,ous paragraph. (section 73-2-s)

to
be

as

Articla 9. I{ater Transfers

See Appendix A: Water Transfers

Article 10. Aroendments to Bylaws

Section 1: Amendme nts to Bylaw c
Tnese bylaws may be enacted, amended,

r members presentna;ority voLe of the
called meeting.

or modified
and voting

a sintple
any duly

by
at

The app-rop'ate number or percentage for nodifying bylaws is upto each acequia, Some factors night be (1) jts -own 
experiencewith attendance, (2) what rever or prriicipation rt .feer.s thereshould be to amend' the bylaws, and (3) how easy or difticult itfee-Is rt should be to cha-nge the byJaws.

Section z Applicabi lity of State Law
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'dhere not otherwise covered by these bylaws,state law shall be applicable. These Oytawsany applicable provisions of state 1aw.

the requirements
are supplemental

of
to

Section 3: Severabllit y Clauseif any part
remainder o
shal-I not be

or application
r its applicat
, affected.

of these bylaws is held
ion to other situations

invalid, the
or persons

THE FORGO
ACEQUIA DE

ING BYLAWS WERE ADOPTED BY THE PARCIANTES OF ,THE
SANTA CRUZ AT A MEETIN G DULY CALLED AND HELD ONL?. c

Jose Mer

SeCretary, ionnie Monto

Treas \Mar z

Emil

\-lldr n

Ma
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